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which that embittered soldier of fortune brought
to the Taipings were too small and arrived too late
to stem the tide of disaffection and disillusion which
had set in amongst them. In transferring his services
to the enemy, Burgevine had hoped to revenge him-
self for the cavalier treatment meted out to him by
Li Hung-chang, by leading a victorious Taiping host
against Peking, and he had even hoped to persuade
Gordon to join him in this magnificent adventure.
But he was rapidly disillusioned. Within the walls
of Soochow he found no scope for his indisputable
talent of leadership, but only the chaos of divided
counsels and an impending sauve qui peut* Of the
eight rebel " princes " there was only one, the Mu
Wang, who remained firm of purpose and determined
to continue the struggle to the bitter end. The rest*
supported by some 30,000 of their followers, had
already begun to make secret overtures to the Im-
perialist General Chen, with a view to capitulation
in return for a general amnesty. Burgeviae and
those who had changed sides with him were not long
in perceiving that the Taiping cause was hopeless ;
they therefore made proposals on their own account
to Gordon, which he readily accepted, that they
should return once more to the Imperialist army,
on the understanding that no steps would be taken
against them for having deserted it. The conclusion
of this arrangement was speedily followed by the
assassination of the Mu Wang at a council of the rebel
chiefs, who hoped, by putting an end to the last
determined leader of the insurrection, to gain favour
and easy terms of surrender for themselves* Previous,
to the perpetration of this foul deed, Gordon, accost
panied by General Chen, had had aa interview with